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1. Background to the Study 
One of the most widely debated subjects by the general public in Kenya today is examination. Wanyande (1988) contends that the debate picks up every year in the period before examinations are taken by school candidates and reaches its peak soon after the examination results have been made public by the Ministry of Education. The debate reflects an attempt to understand the factors that affect candidates' performance in examinations. Implied in the debate is also the issue of and concern 
with what the examination results would mean for those students who perform poorly in such examinations. This is an issue which is of concern to both students and parents alike. 
Examinations according to the Concise Oxford Dictionary, First Edition (2001) is defined as: "Testing of knowledge or ability of pupils or candidates by oral or written questions or exercise". Since the purpose of education is to give intellectual and moral training to students, it follows that there must be a way of assessing or 
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Abstract 
Curriculum in the Kenyan education system is academic oriented, with examinations 
playing a central role in career placement and progression to the next level. The researcher sought to determine factors related to examination irregularities in Continuous Assessment Tests and mocks examination among form 3 and 4 classes using descriptive survey. The study targeted the District Examination Officer, head teachers, teachers and students on examination policy, examination revision, the role of curriculum department in administration and invigilation of internal examinations. The study sampled schools using purposive sampling techniques using the criteria of boarding status and type of school (boys/ girls or mixed).A combination of stratified sampling, simple random sampling and systematic sampling techniques were also used. Data were collected using interview schedules for the District Examination Officer and headteachers, and questionnaires for form 3 and 4 subject teachers. Questionnaires were equally administered to form 3 and 4 students respectively. Results were presented in descriptive statistics, tables of frequency, percentages, charts, graphs, research and narratives. The study found out that examination irregularities in schools were propagated by the school environment, the home situation, schools' stakeholders and the Ministry of Education with its subsidiary bodies such as the Kenya Institute of Education, Kenya National Examination Council and Distric Education Officer'S office. Examination irregularities impacted negatively on students, parents, schools and the Kenya National Examination Council. Consequently, more strategies were yet to be employed on the management and administration of examinations to arrest the loopholes. The research questions answered indicated significant relationship between the types of irregularities and reasons for involvement in internal and external examination irregularities. The study recommended that the curriculum department in schools should play an active role in cocoordinating examinations, motivating good performers and addressing challenges ajJectingpoor performers. 
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