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ABSTRACT 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), as a product of a cultural mindset, is a global phenomenon.  

In Kenya, the practice is evident in a number of communities with the highest prevalence among 

the Maasai trailing only the Abagusii. The campaigns against FGM have received a lot of NGO 

and government support yet the practice has continued unabated among the practicing 

communities such as the Maasai. This presents a puzzle to the critical mind that seeks for the 

‘logic’ that sustains such resilience despite the campaigns. Arguably, the practice is sustained by 

the functional values attributed to it by the community and these the crusaders have failed to 

adequately counter. This paper set out to investigate and critique the functional foundations of 

the practice.  It was a desktop study, based on critical review of existing literature on FGM. The 

paper employed the critical, rational and phenomenological philosophical methods. The findings 

reveal that FGM has been largely sustained by the functional values attached to it by the 

patriarchal mindset and the deeply rooted belief systems of the people; and that the intervention 

efforts have not elicited the desired response due to failure to effectively address this 

impediment. It is deemed that with this undertaking the war against the practice will be as good 

as won. The findings will inform future intervention efforts and boost campaigns against the 

practice and for the liberation of the female folk. 
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