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1. a) Fully describe the following speech sounds: 

a. /b/ 

b. /p/ 

c. /f/ 

d. /v/ 

e. /ᶴ/ 

f. /s/      (14 marks) 

b) Explain the following concepts in phonetics 

i) Distinctive features 

ii) Complementary distribution.     ( 8 marks) 

2. a) Explain the parameters used in describing consonant 

sounds in English.      (10 marks) 

b) Transcribe the following words 

 i) Tanks 

 ii) True 

 iii) Judge 

 iv) Measure      (5 marks) 

3. a) Explain the following terms as used in phonetics: 

i) Active articulators 

ii) Egressive 

iii) Allophones      (10 marks) 

b)Phonetically transcribe the following words: 

 i) Quay 

 ii) sword 

 iii) Poor 

 iv) shower      (5 marks) 



4. With examples from English language, explain the 

difference between the following pairs of concepts: 

a. Consonants and Vowels 

b. Nasals and orals 

c. Round and spread 

d. Front and back 

e. Monophthongs and diphthongs  (15 marks) 

5. a) Explain the following vowels in English using examples: 

a. Rounded vowels 

b. Spread vowels 

c. Back vowels 

d. Front vowels     (10 marks) 

b) Provide the phonetic symbol and description for the 

first and last sounds of the following words: 

 i) sword 

 ii) text 

 iii) tired     ( 5 marks) 

 

 

 


