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1. Examine the ideas of Plato and Aristotle in defining the classical 

conception of tragedy         

          (20 marks) 

 

2. With relevant illustrations from Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Hamlet, 

the Prince of Denmark, analyze the centrality of the protagonist’s 

conscience and assumption of morality in defining Elizabethan tragedy 

          (20 marks) 

 

3. In what ways is Friedrich Nietzsche’s The Birth of Tragedy instrumental 

in Thomas Mann’s conception of tragedy in The Magic Mountain?  

          (20 marks) 

 

4. Either 

 

With relevant illustrations from Bertolt Brecht’s The Caucasian Chalk 

Circle describe Brecht’s conceptualization of tragedy in the everyday   

          (20 marks) 

Or  

With relevant illustrations from Ola Rotimi’s The God’s Are Not to Blame, 

discuss the contemporary appropriation of Greek tragedy for African 

audiences          (20 marks) 

 

5. Drawing on either Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart or John Ruganda’s 

The Floods, discuss Ato Quayson’s ideas of Postcolonial tragedy and 

their exploration of postcolonial Africa      

          (20 marks) 
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