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SECTION A(COMPULSORY) 
QUESTION 1  

(a)    Define the concept of Early Childhood Education.                    (2 marks) 
    

(b) Explain Froebel’s kindergarten concept in early learning.  
                                                                                                                    (4 marks) 

(c) Briefly distinguish between nativism, empiricism and interactionism  
  views about the child                                                                         (6 marks) 
      

(d) Briefly describe the four (4) stages of Piaget’s cognitive 
development  
                    (8 marks)    
 

SECTION B (CHOOSE ANY TWO QUESTIONS) 
QUESTION 2 

(a)   Describe the functions of theories.           (5 marks) 
(b)   Explain Jerome Brunner’s theory of ‘readiness to learn’ and 

spiral   curriculum.                                                                         (10 marks)                                                                                
QUESTION 3 

(a) Explain the principles and characteristics of the Montessori 
curriculum   as propagated by Maria Montessori.             (15 marks) 
 

QUESTION 4 
a) Outline the challenges facing ECDE in Kenya today.  

(5 marks) 
  

b) Rousseau, Froebel, Dewey and Montessori were the first to create 
awareness about the uniqueness and importance of early childhood 
period.  Briefly describe some of their common principles that are applied 
today in ECDE Centers.                                                          
                                                               (10 marks) 
 
 
QUESTION 5 
 

Examine the importance of John Dewey’s theory in relation to today’s learning 
and Teaching.                                                 (15 marks) 
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